
 

 
 

The Deutsches Historisches Museum and the Initiative Southern Africa (INISA e.V.) 
cordially invite you to: 

 

Discussion and Book Launch: 
 

VIOLENT INTERMEDIARIES: AFRICAN SOLDIERS, 
CONQUEST AND EVERYDAY COLONIALISM IN 

GERMAN EAST AFRICA 
 

Author: Michelle R. Moyd  
Ohio University Press (30. Juni 2014) 

 
Mittwoch, 17. Dezember 2014, 18.00 - 19.30 

Auditorium, Deutsches Historisches Museum 
Unter den Linden 2, 10117 Berlin 

 

Speaker: 
Dr. Michelle R. Moyd (History Department, Indiana University, USA) 

Discussant:  
Prof. Andreas Eckert (Chair African History, Humboldt University Berlin) 
 
 

Chair: Eva Range (Initiative Southern Africa, INISA e.V.)  
 

The discussion will be in English. No registration necessary. Entrance is free. 
 
The askari, African soldiers recruited in the 1890s to fill the ranks of the German East African 
colonial army, occupy a unique space at the intersection of East African history, German 
colonial history, and military history. Violent Intermediaries recovers and reconsiders the 
origin and role of these men, and of colonial soldiers more generally. Lauded by Germans for 
their loyalty during the East Africa campaign of World War I, but reviled by Tanzanians for 
the violence they committed during the making of the colonial state between 1890 and 1918, 
the askari have been poorly understood as historical agents. Violent Intermediaries situates 
them in their everyday household, community, military, and constabulary contexts, as men 
who helped make colonialism in German East Africa.  


